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The faculty of Environmental Studies 
explored their interests in various ways this 
summer, and have returned to campus newly 
energized and excited to continue their work.  
In May, Dr. Brewitt drove north to 
Craftsbury Common, Vermont. In a cabin in 
the northern wilderness, Dr. Brewitt worked 
on a book about dam removal politics, wrote 
columns about sustainable infrastructure, and 
watched little Penny Brewitt learn how to 
walk. He enjoyed being in the land of maple 
syrup and pleasant summer temperatures, but 
took several trips during the summer 
including research on the red wolf 
reintroduction program in far eastern North 
Carolina, and gave a related presentation at 
the Association for Environmental Studies 
and Sciences’ conference in San Diego. 
Dr. Ferguson conducted field and lab 
work with the assistance of ENVS major Ben 
Thomas on legacy sediments and associated 
erosion in Spartanburg County, first studied 
by the Soil Conservation Service in the 1930s. 
Further, with co-author Dr. Andrew Ivester, 
he will present Fluvial Stratigraphy and 
Sedimentation During the Holocene and Late 
Pleistocene at the Foxwood Farm Archaeological 
Site (38PN35) Along the Oolenoy River, South 
Carolina at the Geological Society of America 
meeting this fall. Dr. Ferguson also became 
an advisor and collaborator in research on the 
Calhoun Critical Zone Observatory in Union 
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County, one of 13 National Science 
Foundation funded CZOs in the country. 
Prof. Lane cliff-hiked in Ireland, 
walked the Normandy beaches, wrote new 
poems, finished checking copy-edits on his 
forthcoming coyote book, and did some 
gardening! 
Dr. Savage began a new phase of her 
research that brings together her 
longstanding interest in the arts and 
environmental science. With Wofford’s 
support, she worked with ENVS student 
Mell Angello to monitor water quality and 
quantity in the Lawsons Fork Creek and to 
present results in creative visual formats. 
You can see some of Dr. Savage’s work in 
the Black Science Annex entryway and our 
“Recycling Gallery” in the front hall. She 
also spent two weeks in California and 
Arizona, including a visit to Patagonia, AZ 
where Sam Parrot ‘15 and current senior 
Karen Gravely were focused on pollinator 
plants and stream restoration as interns with 
Borderlands Restoration.  
Dr. Simmons, who forged the 
connection with Borderlands, also visited 
Sam and Karen and then spoke about the 
organization’s work and the students’ 
experiences at Spartanburg’s Central United 
Methodist Church. He also took delight in 
family trips to Idaho and Wisconsin. 
 
The faculty 
engaged in 
departmental 
planning for the 
future (stay tuned) 
while walking the 
trails of Glendale 
Shoals Preserve. 
Professor Lane visited Ireland 
this summer. 
Drive out to Glendale on Wednesdays to visit Steve Patton’s goats, Nigel 
and Curry, as they work to control the vegetation. 
  
The Fierce Green Fire, Vol. 6 Issue 1 September 10, 2015 
 
2 
 Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
  Penn State University – Ecosystem Science and Management Program 
1
     The College of Agricultural Sciences’ Ecosystem 
Science and Management program at Penn State 
offers both an MS and PhD in Wildlife and 
Fisheries Sciences. 
     Students gain hands-on experience exploring in 
area streams, forests, and wetlands, which give 
students an understanding of the biology and 
aquatic wildlife species and their environments. The 
program’s website says, “State-of-the-art laboratory 
facilities, including off-campus field stations and 
field sites, a vibrant seminar program and an 
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engaged, enthusiastic faculty are available to 
student in this program.” 
     In a joint degree program with Penn State Law, 
students can also earn a JD along with an MS in 
Forest Resources or a PhD in Forest Resources or 
Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences. 
     A listing of all the College of Agricultural 
Sciences’ graduate degree programs can be found 
at http://agsci.psu.edu/graduatestudents/programs. 
September 19th    Adopt-A-Stream Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Workshop:  9:00am-2:00pm at Southern 
Wesleyan University in Central, SC.  Learn how to sample the biological aspects of a stream. 
This workshop will focus on collection techniques for either rocky or muddy bottom streams 
and macroinvertebrate identification. A quality assurance test is available at the end of the 
workshop for those who wish to test their skills. Note, more of these will soon be offered here 
in Spartanburg! 
September 15th  
  
Fierce Green Fire Student Group: First meeting of the semester at 
7:00pm in BSA 1. 
Community Clean-Up Event 
September 18th & 19th - 8 AM-3 PM 
The Lighthouse Fish Camp 
5680 S. Pine St. Spartanburg, 29307 
Open to all Spartanburg County residents  
Items Accepted Include: 
Construction & Demolition Debris ● Furniture ●  Yard Debris  
Metal & Appliances ● Electronics  ● Cooking Oil 
Tires (limit 5 per household)  
 
Sponsored by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please call 864-949-1658 
 
September 26th  
  
Rxcycle Spartanburg Prescription Take-Back: Donors may drop off their unused or expired 
medications at the following locations from 10:00am-2:00pm:  Carolina Farm and Wildlife 
Supply, Landrum Ingles, North Grove Medical Park, and Spartanburg County Government 
Administration Building.  Find additional information at www.rxcyclespartanburg.com.   
September 19th  
9:00am-12:00pm  
SPACE River Sweep: Volunteers are needed, 9:00am-12:00pm, to clean 
debris and trash from Lawson’s Fork Creek at the popular Spartanburg 
Preserve.  Sign up at cottonwoodriversweep2015.eventbrite.com to 
help them keep track of their numbers. 
September 19th  
  
Spartanburg Water Lake Sweep 2015: 8:00am-noon, registration and breakfast 7:30-7:45am at 
Lake Bowen Park with buses leaving at 8:00am.  Lunch and t-shirt provided.  Teams of 5 
people will be assigned to collect trash – remember to wear long pants, long sleeves, and closed 
toed shoes. Pre-register your team: http://www.planetreg.com/E72471134178229  
 
Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website! 
September 18th-19th  
8:00am-3:00pm  
Spartanburg Recycling Fall Community Clean Up:  Bring household 
items to recycle, 8:00am-3:00pm at the Lighthouse Fish Camp - open 
to all Spartanburg County residents. 
September 26th    National Hunting & Fishing Day 
